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May 15, 2019 - Acts 7:1- 8:1 - Speaking Truth to Power: Inside and Outside the
Church
Stephen - who was Stephen?
Acts 6:5
5 This suggestion pleased everyone, and they began by choosing Stephen. He
had great faith and was filled with the Holy Spirit.
Why is Stephen in the situation he is today?
Acts 6:8-11
8 God gave Stephen the power to work great miracles and wonders among the
people. 9 But some Jews from Cyrene and Alexandria were members of a group
who called themselves “Free Men.” They started arguing with Stephen. Some
others from Cilicia and Asia also argued with him. 10 But they were no match for
Stephen, who spoke with the great wisdom that the Spirit gave him. 11 So they
talked some men into saying, “We heard Stephen say terrible things against
Moses and God!”
Acts 7:1
The high priest asked Stephen, “Are they telling the truth about you?”
Keep this questions in mind as we go through this story:
Why do you think Stephen answers the way he does?
Why stand before the priest and recite this history?
How does what Stephen says speak to the lie they tell on him in Acts 6:11?
Then ask yourself what is the best way to respond to a lie or when folk line up
against you to set you
Introduction to Lesson:

Page 1 of 8

What we witness tonight is the beginning of the persecution of the church.
Stephen is the first of many martyrs. We would think that to do the will of the
Lord you will be applauded, celebrated and protected. NOT!
What we find tonight is that doing the work of the Lord will bring you under
attack. You will be talked about, lied on and persecuted. Matter of fact you will
be persecuted by people in the family, the people of the church.
The church has a tendency to kill its own. You will be hurt while serving in
church. You will be under appreciated by the people you serve but you have to
serve anyway.
One thing to remember you serve God by serving others. You are really serving
God. What we are going to see tonight that Stephen refused to allow what
people did to him stop him from doing what God called him to do! Don’t let
what people do to you stop you from doing what God created and called you to
do! It ain’t easy but in the end you will be rewarded for what you do even if it
kills you. Even in death, those of us who die in the Lord still win.
Acts 7:1-4
Friends, listen to me. Our glorious God appeared to our ancestor Abraham while
he was still in Mesopotamia, before he had moved to Haran. 3 God told him,
“Leave your country and your relatives and go to a land that I will show you.”
4 Then Abraham left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran.
What did Abraham do in response to what God told him to do?
What does this say about what Abraham and obedience?
Acts 7:5-7
After his father died, Abraham came and settled in this land where you now live.
5 God didn’t give him any part of it, not even a square foot. But God did promise
to give it to him and his family forever, even though Abraham didn’t have any
children. 6 God said that Abraham’s descendants would live for a while in a
foreign land. There they would be slaves and would be mistreated four hundred
years. 7 But he also said, “I will punish the nation that makes them slaves. Then
later they will come and worship me in this place.”
Why do you think God told Abraham I will punish those whom held your people
in slavery?
How do think God’s promise sustained Abraham?
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In other words how do the promises of God keep us when we are going through
or when it looks like God ain’t gonna come through?
What promises from God keep you strong in the midst of tough times in life (are
there any scriptures that sustain you)?
Acts 7:8-9
8 God said to Abraham, “Every son in each family must be circumcised to show
that you have kept your agreement with me.” So when Isaac was eight days old,
Abraham circumcised him. Later, Isaac circumcised his son Jacob, and Jacob
circumcised his twelve sons. 9 These men were our ancestors.
What are the outward signs that we are children of God?
How should our life and witness in the world testify / show that we are children
of God?

Acts 7:10-16
Joseph was also one of our famous ancestors. His brothers were jealous of him
and sold him as a slave to be taken to Egypt. But God was with him 10 and
rescued him from all his troubles. God made him so wise that the Egyptian king
Pharaoh thought highly of him. The king even made Joseph governor over Egypt
and put him in charge of everything he owned.
Joseph was also one of our famous ancestors. His brothers were jealous of him
and sold him as a slave to be taken to Egypt.
But God was with him 10 and rescued him from all his troubles. God made him
so wise that the Egyptian king Pharaoh thought highly of him. The king even
made Joseph governor over Egypt and put him in charge of everything he
owned.
11 Everywhere in Egypt and Canaan the grain crops failed. There was terrible
suﬀering, and our ancestors could not find enough to eat.
12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors
there for the first time.
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13 It was on their second trip that Joseph told his brothers who he was, and
Pharaoh learned about Joseph’s family.
14 Joseph sent for his father and his relatives. In all, there were seventy-five of
them.
15 His father went to Egypt and died there, just as our ancestors did.
16 Later their bodies were taken back to Shechem and placed in the tomb that
Abraham had bought from the sons of Hamor.
In times of need what does this passage say about God? What will God do?
What does this passage say about forgiveness and reconciliation?
After all his family had done to him what do you think gave Joseph the power to
forgive them?
Is there anybody in your family and friends network that you need to forgive?
Is there anybody in church that you need to forgive?
Why is it so diﬃcult to forgive people?
Acts 7:17-47 - this is a direct answer to the charge brought against him in Acts
6:11
17 Finally, the time came for God to do what he had promised Abraham. By then
the number of our people in Egypt had greatly increased. 18 Another king was
ruling Egypt, and he didn’t know anything about Joseph. 19 He tricked our
ancestors and was cruel to them. He even made them leave their babies
outside, so they would die.
What does this say about God and the promises God makes to us?
20 During this time Moses was born. He was a very beautiful child, and for three
months his parents took care of him in their home. 21 Then when they were
forced to leave him outside, the king’s daughter found him and raised him as her
own son. 22 Moses was given the best education in Egypt. He was a strong
man and a powerful speaker.
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23 When Moses was forty years old, he wanted to help the Israelites because
they were his own people. 24 One day he saw an Egyptian mistreating one of
them. So he rescued the man and killed the Egyptian. 25 Moses thought the rest
of his people would realize that God was going to use him to set them free. But
they didn’t understand.
26 The next day Moses saw two of his own people fighting, and he tried to
make them stop. He said, “Men, you are both Israelites. Why are you so cruel to
each other?”
27 But the man who had started the fight pushed Moses aside and asked, “Who
made you our ruler and judge? 28 Are you going to kill me, just as you killed that
Egyptian yesterday?” 29 When Moses heard this, he ran away to live in the
country of Midian. His two sons were born there.
30 Forty years later, an angel appeared to Moses from a burning bush in the
desert near Mount Sinai. 31 Moses was surprised by what he saw. He went
closer to get a better look, and the Lord said, 32 “I am the God who was
worshiped by your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses started
shaking all over and didn’t dare to look at the bush.
33 The Lord said to him, “Take oﬀ your sandals. The place where you are
standing is holy. 34 With my own eyes I have seen the suﬀering of my people in
Egypt. I have heard their groans and have come down to rescue them. Now I am
sending you back to Egypt.”
35 This was the same Moses that the people rejected by saying, “Who made
you our leader and judge?” God’s angel had spoken to Moses from the bush.
And God had even sent the angel to help Moses rescue the people and be their
leader.
36 In Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the desert, Moses rescued the people by
working miracles and wonders for forty years. 37 Moses is the one who told the
people of Israel, “God will choose one of your people to be a prophet, just as he
chose me.”
38 Moses brought our people together in the desert, and the angel spoke to him
on Mount Sinai. There he was given these life-giving words to pass on to us.
39 But our ancestors refused to obey Moses. They rejected him and wanted to
go back to Egypt.
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40 The people said to Aaron, “Make some gods to lead us! Moses led us out of
Egypt, but we don’t know what’s happened to him now.” 41 Then they made an
idol in the shape of a calf. They oﬀered sacrifices to the idol and were pleased
with what they had done.
42 God turned his back on his people and left them. Then they worshiped the
stars in the sky, just as it says in the Book of the Prophets, “People of Israel, you
didn’t oﬀer sacrifices and oﬀerings to me during those forty years in the desert.
43 Instead, you carried the tent where the god Molech is worshiped, and you
took along the star of your god Rephan. You made those idols and worshiped
them. So now I will have you carried oﬀ beyond Babylonia.”
44 The tent where our ancestors worshiped God was with them in the desert.
This was the same tent that God had commanded Moses to make. And it was
made like the model that Moses had seen.
45 Later it was given to our ancestors, and they took it with them when they
went with Joshua. They carried the tent along as they took over the land from
those people that God had chased out for them. Our ancestors used this tent
until the time of King David. 46 He pleased God and asked him if he could build
a house of worship for the people of Israel. 47 And it was finally King Solomon
who built a house for God.
Conclusion:
He set the record straight. Stephen know the history in detail. He is showing
them who they are, where they have come from and how they are repeating that
history.
He is trying to help by instructing them but sometimes people will not receive
instruction because they don’t want to be taught. Stephen is testifying and
responding to their false allegations.
Why is it that they will not receive the words of Stephen?
Why do they refuse to hear him as a man of his word?
Acts :7:48-53
8 But the Most High God doesn’t live in houses made by humans. It is just as
the prophet said, when he spoke for the Lord,
49
“Heaven is my throne,
and the earth
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is my footstool.
What kind of house
will you build for me?
In what place will I rest?
50
I have made everything.”
51 You stubborn and hardheaded people! You are always fighting against the
Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors did. 52 Is there one prophet that your
ancestors didn’t mistreat? They killed the prophets who told about the coming
of the One Who Obeys God. And now you have turned against him and killed
him. 53 Angels gave you God’s Law, but you still don’t obey it.
What do you think about the way Stephen ends his sermon / speech / lecture /
testimony?
Why say God doesn’t live in a house and why call them out like this?
Do you know any people who have fought and continue to fight against spiritual
leaders?
Acts 7:54
54 When the council members heard Stephen’s speech, they were angry and
furious.
Why? Why was this their response? What is it the end of the speech that
messed them up?
Did Stephen lie?
What does this say about the consequences for telling the truth?
Acts 7:55-60
55 But Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit. He looked toward heaven, where
he saw our glorious God and Jesus standing at his right side. 56 Then Stephen
said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God!”
57 The council members shouted and covered their ears. At once they all
attacked Stephen 58 and dragged him out of the city. Then they started
throwing stones at him. The men who had brought charges against him put their
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.

Page 7 of 8

59 As Stephen was being stoned to death, he called out, “Lord Jesus, please
welcome me!” 60 He knelt down and shouted, “Lord, don’t blame them for what
they have done.” Then he died.
Acts 8:1-2
1-2 Saul approved the stoning of Stephen. Some faithful followers of the Lord
buried Stephen and mourned very much for him.
Why did the council members cover their ears?
In the midst of all of this, in the midst of death how did Stephen respond and
why do you think he responded that way?
Meet Saul?
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