The Vision for Wheat Street Baptist Church
“We are a church in the heart of city with the city in our heart.”
John 14:12-14
12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me or anything, I will do it.
Vision:
We exist to develop mature disciples of Jesus Christ who make a real difference
in the world by actively seeking the love, justice, freedom, liberation and peace of
God.
(Luke 4:18; Matthew 25:31-46; Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 1:16-20; Mark 6:30-44;
Mark 7:1-23; Mark 9:33-37; Mark 10:13-16; Mark 12:41-44; Acts 1:6-11; Acts
2:14-21; Acts 2:43-47; Acts 4:23-37; Philippians 4:4-9)
Mission:
We are in union with God’s work of liberation in the world. We reach outside the
walls of the church to be the church. We are committed to innovation and change
as God’s calls us to reach and disciple people by doing ministry that makes a
real difference 365 days a year. We get people closer to God, their community
and God’s will for their lives and the church by keeping it real.

Our Core Values / Beliefs:
1. We believe that God’s Word is the authoritative guide for the work of God’s
church.
2. We believe that the Holy Spirit is alive and well and speaks to and through the
church and we will be led by the Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus’ model of a daily ministry of liberation is the model for
ministry therefore we embrace it and practice it.
4. We believe that God is doing a work of liberation in the world and our goal is
to hear God and be in line with the mission and work of God in the world.
5. We believe that forming mature disciples of Jesus Christ is the primary work
of the church.
6. We believe in an open door and an open table, in that all people are welcomed at Wheat Street and they are eligible to serve, worship and give because they are created in the image of God.

Biblical Foundation for Vision and Mission
Luke 4:18 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
18
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
Matthew 25:31-46 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I
was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family,[a] you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Mark 1:16-20New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18 And immediately they
left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son
of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.
20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with
the hired men, and followed him.
Mark 6:30-44New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and
taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves
and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure
even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried
there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went
ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they
were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
35 When it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted
place, and the hour is now very late; 36 send them away so that they may go into
the surrounding country and villages and buy something for themselves to eat.”
37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him,
“Are we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to
eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves have you? Go and see.” When
they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he ordered them to
get all the people to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down
in groups of hundreds and of fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his
disciples to set before the people; and he divided the two fish among them all.
42 And all ate and were filled; 43 and they took up twelve baskets full of broken
pieces and of the fish. 44 Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.
Mark 7:1-23New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
7 Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around him, 2 they noticed that some of his disciples were
eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3 (For the Pharisees,
and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands,[a] thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and they do not eat anything from the market
unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe,
the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and the

scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of
the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
7
in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
9 Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of
God in order to keep your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and
your mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’
11 But you say that if anyone tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might
have had from me is Corban’ (that is, an offering to God)— 12 then you no longer
permit doing anything for a father or mother, 13 thus making void the word of
God through your tradition that you have handed on. And you do many things like
this.”
14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you,
and understand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile,
but the things that come out are what defile.”
17 When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him
about the parable. 18 He said to them, “Then do you also fail to understand? Do
you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile, 19 since
it enters, not the heart but the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?” (Thus he
declared all foods clean.) 20 And he said, “It is what comes out of a person that
defiles. 21 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23 All these evil things come from within, and
they defile a person.”

Mark 9:33-37New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on
the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat
down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be
last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them;
and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one such child
in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the
one who sent me.”

Mark 10:13-16New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them;
and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for
it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16 And
he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
Mark 12:41-44New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into
the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put
in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all
those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed
out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had,
all she had to live on.”

Acts 1:6-11New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.”
Acts 2:14-21New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
Peter Addresses the Crowd
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen
to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
17
‘In the last days it will be, God declares,

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
18
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
19
And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Acts 2:43-47New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being
done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds[a] to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
23 After they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the
chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard it, they raised
their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven
and the earth, the sea, and everything in them, 25 it is you who said by the Holy
Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant:
‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
and the peoples imagine vain things?
26
The kings of the earth took their stand,
and the rulers have gathered together
against the Lord and against his Messiah.’

27 For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and
the peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy servant[d] Jesus,
whom you anointed, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined
to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your
servants[e] to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your
hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your
holy servant[f] Jesus.” 31 When they had prayed, the place in which they were
gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
spoke the word of God with boldness.
32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned
was held in common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their testimony to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There
was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 There was a
Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”). 37 He sold a field that belonged to
him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

Philippians 4:4-9New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

